April 14, 2010

Dear Parents, QU Chapter members and friends,

With the support of the Tennessee State Council and the Tennessee Quail Unlimited Chapters, we’ve been working to make the 2010 Youth Camp at Ames Plantation from June 6th through 11th, the best yet.  Mr. Rodney Brinkley, the former Southern Middle Tennessee Chapter Chairman, has again agreed to head up the event.  Mr. Brinkley’s years as a secondary teacher in the Coffee County School System brings strong leadership to our program which will ensure a fun filled, educational experience for the campers.
 

Mr. Ken Blackman director of youth events for the Wolf River Quail Unlimited chapter will once again be offering his assistance with this years camp sessions.  Ken is a resident of Grand Junction and has had several year experience assisting with the youth camp. 

TWRA Region I Wildlife Officer, Ty Inmon, has provided assistance coordinating this years daily activities and will help throughout the week.

Mr. Inmon’s previous QU camp sessions, his knowledge of the area, and his contacts is a key factor in the successes of each years youth camp. 
 

I am proud to be in my third year as the Regional Director of Quail Unlimited and my third year as camp director. 

Without the help and assistance of Dr. Rick Carlisle, Ames plantation Superintendent and Dr. Allan Houston, Asst. Superintendent and Director of Wildlife and Forestry Research and their Staffs at Ames, we could never have the opportunity to provide a camping experience that is without equal anywhere in the United States.

Throughout the week, campers will meet and interact with some of the most expert people in the Field of Wildlife Habitat Research, Management and Law Enforcement in the Mid South.  The attached Schedule of Activities will help you to understand what is going to be done and the fun filled time your child will be experiencing.  It’s a tentative schedule and will be updated as we get closer to camp time.

The Boys will be housed in Bryan Hall Dormitory under the leadership and supervision of Mr. Brinkley and me.  The girls will be set up in one of the residence homes near the Plantation Manor House.  My wife Kelley Calhoun, an elementary school teacher will supervise and stay with the girls the first three nights of camp.  The female counselor for the last two nights has yet to be named, but we’ve contacted several ladies who will be introduced to the campers prior to registration.  Bryan Hall will be the focal point of the camp with all meals, classroom work and assemblies for the week.  You might go to www.amesplantation.org to learn more about Ames and its world famous programs, history, and deep traditions.

Thanks to TWRA Reg. I Director of Youth Events Mr. Steve Henderson we will add pellet rifle target shooting each morning.  Mr. Henderson is responsible for lending the pellet rifles that we will use during this activity.  Also, each evening we have scheduled on the agenda clay target shooting.  We will have trained experienced supervision to ensure safe gun handling is observed and shooting skills are acquired and practiced.  Please bring your favorite shotgun and or pellet rifle if you’d like.  Each camper will be responsible for bring their set of safety goggles and ear plugs for protection.  All other items for the shoot will be provided (guns, shotgun shells, pellets, paper and clay targets.)
 All guns will be check in to me at the registration and kept in a safe and secure location until we are scheduled to shoot.

We’ll also have several opportunities to do some fishing on Ames pond.  Campers are also encouraged to bring their own tackle. 
One of the best parts of the Ames experience is the food.  The Ames Staff will be preparing the majority of the meals in Bryan Hall.  If anyone goes hungry it’s their own fault.  Iced tea and water will be provided.  If you want any other type of soft drinks, you’ll have to bring them and personal snacks, yourself.  Wednesday evening, Rodney and I will fry fresh fish and hushpuppies from what we catch early in the day. Thursday evening, Rodney and I will prepare a “Low Country Boil” that will go along with some vittles from the “Dutch Oven” demonstration that will be prepared earlier that day.  It’s important that we know if a camper has any special dietary needs as soon as possible to ensure we provide the proper food for her or him.
 

Another important item regarding cell phones needs to be brought up.  Campers are allowed to bring a cell phone to camp.  However, use of the cell phones will be limited to specific times when group activities are not being held.  I will have my cell phone at all times and if an emergency arises you may call me directly ANY TIME during the week on my cell phone.     
 

Attached, you will find the agenda, packing list, and camper registration forms for the youth camp June 6- 11 at Ames Plantation in Grand Junction, TN.  The camp is $400.00/ child and is for children between the ages of 12 - 15.   Also, before camp begins parents and campers must complete all the required documentations and mail to Jon B. Calhoun, Quail Unlimited Regional Director at 3698 Wilson Ave. Signal Mountain, Tennessee 37377. 

Forms required:  Activities Participation and Pickup Authorization, Ames Youth Quail Camp waiver, Medical Coverage and Health Permission, Registration Information and Activity Limitations.

In order to allow sufficient time for planning and preparation for the camp please get the camper’s tuition paid and all the camp registration forms required completed and turned in by Monday May 24, 2010.

Mr. Waldo Golliher, QU State Treasurer will be handling the money. Please mail Mr. Golliher a check to 9021 Shallowford Rd. Knoxville, TN. 37923

If there is a problem pertaining the camper’s tuition fee please contact Mr. Waldo Golliher and allow him to help with the situation. Mr. Golliher’s phone number is (H) 865-690-8878 (Cell) 865-804-4234 or email wgoll@knolog.net   

Also, I need the camper's parents or guardian to contact me concerning how many will be joining us for dinner Sunday evening and also for lunch on Friday in order for me to know how much food to prepare. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me by email or by phone with any questions that you may have regarding your son or daughter’s attendance at the camp.
 

Regards,

Jon B. Calhoun
Regional Director-Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas
Quail Unlimited
3698 Wilson Aue.
Signal Mountain, TN 37377
Cell- (423) 303-0640
email- Jcalhoun@qu.org or jonbcalhoun@aol.com
